
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          

                                                                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Steward—Ian Lay (01530) 242166 
Church Secretary—Kate Scott (01530) 242244 

Church Treasurer—Malcolm Goldring (01530) 242742 
Pastoral Secretary—Kerry Sharpe  (07979) 607099 

Safeguarding Officer – Rosie Woodland (01530) 244497 
Choir Leader—Rebecca Goldring (01530) 242742 

Room Bookings—Ann Lay (01530) 242166 
Newsletter—Sandra Andrews sandra@stuckinthemud.org 

If you should hear of anyone who is ill, in hospital or had a family bereavement  

please contact the Pastoral Secretary or Minister on the numbers above 

 
www.markfieldmethodisthchurch.org 

 
@markfieldmethodistchurch 

Minister—Rev Steve Clark 

 stephen@bible.f9.co.uk 

 0116 287 0356 

Markfield 



 

Service Details for December 

1st December – 1st Sunday of Advent 
Stewards — Hazel Brewer & Roderick Lay 
10:30am United Service @ Congregational Church 
6:00pm  Taizé Service 

8th December – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Stewards — Ian Lay & Kerry Sharpe 
10:30am Christingle Service – Rev Steve Clark 
4:00pm  No Service  

15th December – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Stewards – Hilda & David Poole 
09:45am Focused Prayer Fellowship 
10:00am Morning Worship – Local Arrangement (WL) Ann Lay 
6:00pm  No Evening Service 

22nd December – 4th Sunday of Advent 
Stewards – Linda & William Walmsley 
10:30am Communion Service — Rev Steve Clark (WL) Ian Lay 
6:00pm  Carol Service – Mr Tom Limb 

29th December 
Stewards – No Services at our Church 
10:30am United Service @ Congregational Church 
6:00pm  No Evening Service 

ROTAS Door Stewards Organist Flowers Cleaning 

1st   AM No Morning Service at Our Church Ann Lay 
Rebecca Goldring 

Jenny Marsay 
Roderick Lay  PM Hazel Brewer No Organist 

8th  AM Iris Bown Malcolm Goldring 
TBC 

Cleaning 
Done 

Fortnightly  PM No Evening Service 

15th  AM Jenny Marsay Rebecca Goldring Margaret 
Silverwood 
Gerry Smith 

Ann & Ian Lay 

Iris Bown  PM No Evening Service 

22th  AM Ann Holloway David Woodward 
Janet Forrester 

Cleaning 
Done 

Fortnightly   Iris Bown Rebecca Goldring 

29th  AM No Morning Service at Our Church 
No Flowers 

Hilda & Daivd 
Poole 

Janet Forrester   No Evening Service 



 

 

                                           
 Sparklers 

Contacts —Linda  242607 or Iris  243428 

Every Monday at 3:15pm to 4:15pm – Term Time Only 

For Children from Birth to Reception Age & Parents/Carers 

 

Church Club 

Contact — Ann Lay (01530) 242166 

Every Monday at 3:15pm to 4:30pm – Term Time Only 

For Children at Mercenfeld School 

 

Home Fellowship 

Contact — Ian Lay (01530) 242166 for Details/Lifts 

Normally 2nd & 4th Tuesday at 5:30pm to 6:45pm 

Tuesday 10th December only at 64 Bradgate Road, Markfield 

 

Music Café  

Contact — Linda Walmsley (01530) 242607 

Thursday 12th December Only at 2:00pm to 4:00pm 

Everyone Welcome for a Good Sing, Chat and Tea/Coffee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

December 8th at 10.3oam – Cafe Style Christingle 
led by Rev Steve Clark 

 

December 22nd at 6pm – Carol Service 
led by the Choir and Mr. Tom Limb 

 

December 24th at 11.30pm – Christmas Eve Communion 
led by Rev. Douglas Brewer & Sandra Andrews 

 

December 25th at 10.30am – Christmas Family Service 
led by Ian Barrs 

 



          

 

Dear friends, 

I recently read a fascinating book titled “My Father Bertrand Russell”, 
written by Katharine Tait, daughter of the famous philosopher.  Russell 
certainly seems to have been someone who was eager to kick against 

many of society’s traditions.  For example, he and his second wife, Dora, 
established a school and set up a school council consisting of both the 
staff and the pupils; each member was entitled to one vote when 

decisions were to be taken.  This is an extract from the book (Katharine 
Tait was writing from her experience of being a pupil): 
 

“We debated with heat and abandon, but usually we accepted the 
recommendations of their [the teachers’] superior wisdom.  Except once, 

when we voted to abolish all rules for a trial period, to discover which 
ones were really important.  I doubt if the teachers were comfortable 
with the experiment, but it proved a good one, because we were not 

comfortable either.  The teachers took the line that rules were abolished 
for them too, and the consequence was such dreadful anarchy that we 
were thankful to return to the rule of law.” 
 

It is common to hear people today complaining about rules, not least 
because from one perspective they can seem very restrictive.  And yet, 

as the example above illustrates, when we do away with rules, chaos 
ensues.  What would happen if drivers abandoned the highway code, or if 

sports people stopped playing by the rules?  What would happen if a train 
decided that staying on the tracks was too restrictive?  There are a 
thousand other examples we could think of where abandoning the rules 

would lead only to disaster. 
 

Jesus entered our world and became one of us.  He came not only to 

demonstrate God’s love, but to call people back to God’s ways.  Imagine, 
for example, if everyone lived by the two great commandments of Jesus, 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength, and 

love your neighbour as yourself.”  Society would be transformed 
overnight! 
 

No caring parent brings up their child without rules.  These rules are 
given not to unnecessarily restrict, but to guide and protect.  If we ignore 

them, then we will face the inevitable consequences, but if we seek to 
live our lives in God’s way, we will find true fulfilment. 
 

With love.     

                   Steve 



 

 

 CHRISTMAS POST BOX  

This will be at the back of the church from Sunday 1st December until 
Saturday 21st December.  To be used for members of this 
congregation only.  Surnames on envelopes would be helpful. 

 

 

 

Birthday Club Events and Recital Events  
As many of you know I have been taking photos of the events throughout this year and 

will be producing a booklet of all event photos at the end of the year. 

If anyone has any photos of the Birthday Club Events or the many Musical Recitals that 

we’ve had this year, that you are willing to share these with the rest of the church 

fellowship please let me have copies.  Digital copies are preferred, but I can work from 

negatives or prints.                                                    Sandra Andrews 

 

 

 

CAROLS & COBS - December 14th 

The June/December birthday group invites you to “Come & Sing Carols” from 11:00 to 

12:00, and stay for turkey & cranberry cobs – priced £3 - from 12:00 to 1:00.  If you 

can’t manage both then come to one or the other.  This is another great opportunity to 

get into the Christmas spirit and we look forward to seeing you. 

 



 

 

CHRISTMAS 

WITH 

THE SITWELL SINGERS 

SATURDAY, 7th DECEMBER 

4.00 pm 
 

Under their conductor, Malcolm 

Goldring, & organist Tom Corfield, the 

choir will present a programme of 

traditional & new carols, with audience 

participation & seasonal readings. 
 

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE NOW 

£8 ADULTS £4 UNDER-16s 
 

Please join us and get into the true 

spirit of Christmas.  

Tell your friends & neighbours. 
 

FESTIVE REFRESHMENTS ARE INCLUDED 



 

 
THANKS 

 

A big thank you to all of you who continue to bring items for the Food Bank. The 

centre in Coalville is very appreciative of what we send them. 

They say that there is still a need to supply families with essential food and 

cleaning products. 
 

Thank you too for those of you who are bringing your used stamps for the charity 

“Canine Partners”. 

A very worthy cause that trains dogs to assist disabled people. 

Iris Bown has now taken over whilst Jean Lemmon is in hospital. 

Please keep on bringing your used stamps. 
 

Also, thank you to all of you who have brought spectacles for Ghana.  Recently we 

took a large bag full to Specsavers in Hinckley where they are sorted and taken to 

Ghana for distribution. 

Please continue to bring your unwanted spectacles. 

 

 

STARFISH MALAWI 

As we have done for several years our Harvest Thanksgiving weekend focused not only 

on praising and thanking God for his bountiful creation but also raising money for 

Starfish Malawi.  We are pleased to announce that we raised £659.75 over that 

weekend so a big thank you to all who supported the Ploughman's Lunch and the Gift 

Envelopes event.  In addition, more recently, the WI held a Coffee & Bacon Butty 

morning and raised £163.50 which they kindly put towards the Starfish Malawi charity. 

This means that our treasurer, Malcolm, can forward a cheque for £823.25 to Starfish 

Malawi.  

Once again thank you so much for your support.                   Ian Lay 

 
 
 
 



 
 

QUIZ & SUPPER - FRIDAY 31ST JANUARY at 7 p.m. 

Please make a note of this date and start thinking about getting together with a 

team of six players for a light-hearted quiz & substantial ploughman’s supper. 

The theme this year is WALES. Tickets cost £6 & will be available in the New Year.  

 

 

Action for Children Collecting Boxes (Was NCH) 
 
Would all those who have a box please let Jenny Marsay have it 

ASAP. If anyone would like to have a collecting box please contact 

Jenny on Tel: 242043 - thanks for your continued support. 

 

 

BIRTHDAY CLUB REVIEW – WEDNESDAY 22ND JANUARY at 10.30 

You are invited to an informal get-together in the schoolroom over coffee & 

biscuits to review the year’s Birthday Club events.  This is an opportunity to hear 

feedback from groups, share how we think our church anniversary year has 

gone, & bring thoughts & ideas of ways in which we can move forward into 

2020 together.  It would be encouraging if all members could come along as 

well as anyone else who is interested, but if you can’t, let me know if you have 

any comments to pass on.                               Linda Walmsley 

 

WI Coffee Morning 

Thank you to all those that supported us at the Coffee Morning on Saturday 9th 

November.   We made just over £160 for Starfish Malawi.  

 

  



 



JESUS vs SANTA 

Santa lives at the North Pole… 

  JESUS is everywhere. 

Santa rides in a sleigh… 

  JESUS rides on the wind and walks on the water. 

Santa comes but once a year… 

  JESUS is an ever present help. 

Santa fills your stockings with goodies… 

  JESUS supplies all your needs. 

Santa comes down your chimney uninvited… 

  JESUS stands at your door and knocks,  

  and then enters your heart when invited. 

You have to wait in line to see Santa… 

  JESUS is as close as the mention of His name. 

Santa lets you sit on his lap… 

  JESUS lets you rest in His arms. 

Santa doesn’t know your name, all he can say is “Hi little boy or girl, what’s 

your name?”… 

  JESUS knew our name before we were born.   

  Not only does He know our name, He knows our address too. 

  He knows our past, present & future and  

  even knows how many of hairs on our heads. 

Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly… 

  JESUS has a heart full of love 

All Santa can offer is HO HO HO… 

  JESUS offers health, help and hope. 

Santa says “You better not cry”… 

  JESUS says “Cast all your cares on me for I care for you.” 

Santa’s little helpers make toys… 

  JESUS makes new life, mends damaged hearts, 

  repairs broken homes and even builds mansions for us in heaven. 

Santa may make you chuckle but… 

  JESUS gives you joy that is your strength. 

While Santa puts gifts under your tree… 

  JESUS became our gift and died on a tree…the cross. 

We need to put Christ back in CHRISTmas, Jesus is still the reason for the season.  

“For God so loved the world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in Him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life” (John 3:16). 



 



 

 

 

 

 

*Music in our Chapel* 
 

Thank you to all those who supported our piano recital on 1 November. Renata was 
simply outstanding and her standing ovation at the end confirmed that! All the 

tickets were sold about three weeks beforehand – the word had clearly spread that 
this was something worth coming to.  

As a result, we have been able to contribute over £700 to church funds. 
 

Looking ahead, our next piano recital is on Friday 6 March 2020 when we will 
welcome back Tanya Avchinnikova from Russia – she played here earlier this year. 

 On Friday 1 May, the brilliant saxophonist Alistair Parnell will be back,  
following the tumultuous reception he received in May.  

On 4 September, we will present a recital for cello and piano  
by John Parsons and Beate Toyka;  

I heard them play in Buxton earlier this year: we are in for a treat! 
 

Before all these events, we look forward to getting in the Christmas spirit with a 
concert by the Sitwell Singers of Derby on Saturday 7 December at 4.00pm – an 
unusually early starting time. I know something about this choir, since I am their 

conductor! 
 

Full details can be found on our website:  
www.markfieldmethodistchurch.org 

 

JANUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Items for the Next Newsletter are required before Tuesday 10th December. 

Many Thanks. 

Sandra Andrews 


